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2022: Great Tribulations 
It has not been an easy second term. 

After a hard fall 2021, 2022 was a year 
of even greater trials. 

In January we had to put Lucy, our dog 
of 15 years, to sleep. Then in late April 
Aaron’s mom, Kathy—a breast cancer 
survivor—suddenly died of undiagnosed 
liver cancer: we flew to/from Wichita 
over a numbing weekend for her 
funeral. Two weeks after getting back, 
we attended the burial of our friend and 
Hungarian pastor, Alex. And in the fall, 
our long-time area director, Jim, passed.  

Add chronic fibromyalgia pain for 
Shannon, two relational traumas for 
Aaron, and other high-stress issues, and 
we ended 2022 feeling more beaten up 
than the previous year. But God... 

 You Can...pray for us to be revived 
even as we walk through trials. 

2023: Great Expectations 
Despite 2022’s personal challenges, it 

was a pivotal year for our ministry in 
Hungary, setting us up for some very 
exciting opportunities in 2023. 

Phase 1—Outreach Expansion 
’Round the Table—our outreach model 

that starts with a draw activity and ends 
with a gospel-truth God Chat—has seen 
steady growth post-Covid. Besides the 
RTT group in our home, we now have 
one in Budapest’s XI. District (currently 
meeting at Riverside Church) and two 
after-school clubs (currently at ICSB). 
This spring and early summer, we’re 
adding sports watch parties, craft 
nights, a drama troupe (performing The 
Puzzle among other things), a creative 
writing workshop, and a seasonal choir. 
We also have Hungarians eager to teach 
painting, folk dancing, English, etc. 

And it’s not just more outreaches but 
more places. We are looking to bring 
RTT outreaches to the Budaörs area, the 
XXII. District, and across the Danube on 
Csepel Island sooner rather than later. 

You Can...pray that each added RTT 
outreach exponentially increases our 
momentum, causing more Hungarian 
and international churches to reach out 
and more of the unchurched to be 
reached with a gospel witness. 

Phase 2—Bible Quiz 
Junior Bible Quiz was translated and 

printed in Hungarian a few years ago but 
it has gone unused. So we’re making it 
an after-school program to get it going. 

In late April, JBQ expert Brian King and 
his wife, June, will bring their know-
how and our first two buzzer sets. That 
Friday he’ll recruit students at ICSB to 
put on a demo meet the next day for 
parents and local pastors. Then after an 
English after-school pilot program this 
May, we’ll run summer JBQ day camps 
in both languages.  

 And to help us run some of those 
camps, we are thrilled to have our long-
time friends and fellow South Texas 
missionaries Randall and Kendra Baird 
bringing youth/young adults from Hope 
Church Ennis in Ireland! (We plan to 
return the favor by taking a team from 
Hungary to Ireland next year.) 

In the fall we’ll start up leagues that 
are more casual than in the States 

We had four losses to cancer in less than a year. 

As a bonus, the Kings are leading a marriage seminar. 

Must be before Randall grew his fisherman beard! 
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We pray with Jabez: “Oh, that you would bless me 
and expand my territory!” (1 Chronicles 4:10b, NIV)  
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God is our living water in the desolate places. 
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(a better fit in Hungary). And if our 
Hungarian JBQ league really catches on, 
we’ll start having a 5-year cycle of teen 
Bible Quiz translated. 

You Can...start the volunteer process 
at https://wideopenmissions.org/go-
short-term/short-term-trips to help us 
grow our quiz leagues next school year 
or run day camps in summer 2024. 

Phase 3—Outreach Centers 
This time last year, growing RTT 

beyond our house meant using a church 
or renting a community center for a 
couple hours a week. But then last May 
we “happened” to catch a business-as-
mission (BAM) Q&A at Europe retreat, 
and it was a light-bulb moment! 

God challenged us to think grander: 
Instead of renting a generic space by the 
hour for our outreaches only, what if we 
opened a dedicated outreach center for 
use 6 days a week by us as well as by 
other evangelical churches/ministries? 
This high-visibility, high-traffic facility— 
a rarity for churches here in Hungary—
could host morning clubs for moms, 
after-school programs for kids and 
teens, RTT outreaches for teens and 
adults, Christian support groups, Alpha 
course, discipleship classes, and praise & 
prayer nights for budding church plants. 

Most importantly, this won’t be the 
work of a single church, ministry, or 
denomination, but a cooperative effort 
by local evangelicals. And while each 
group will run its own outreaches, there 
will be synergy in having a shared 
approach in a shared space. 

After working out the concept over the 
summer, Aaron joined a BAM training 
cohort in the fall. Through brainstorming 
and planning exercises, peer feedback, 
and presentations to AGWM leaders, 
God confirmed that we were on the 
right track. We just needed a space! 

The ideal spot for our first outreach 
center is Érd, a city of nearly 70,000 in a 
district of over 115,000 that borders 
Budapest and includes our town, Diósd. 
Missing out on our first choice in 
September, we found a shoe store at 
Érd’s commercial and transit hub. But 
after waiting for it to come available in 
January, we found out late last year that 
unfixable leaks make it unrentable. 

Every well-located space we’ve seen 
since is either unusably small/odd or 
unaffordably large/pricey, but we’re still 
on the hunt for that Goldilocks space. 
Whether or not it’s one of the places 
shown at the top, we trust God to lead 
us to the right place at the right time. 

You Can...select 
the “(40)” pull-down 
under Advanced 
Giving Options at 
https://giving.ag.org 
/donate/600001-
255804 and either 
(1) set up a monthly 
gift to help with rent 
and utilities or (2) 
make a one-time gift 
to help renovate and 
furnish the space.  

Ongoing Personal Ministry 
When ICSB approached Shannon to 

volunteer part-time as their high school 
guidance counselor, she prayerfully 
accepted. She loves building rapport 
with students, many of whom know 
about but don’t yet follow Jesus. She’s 
also on the worship and sound teams at 
Riverside, gaining good experience for 
those praise & prayer nights. 

Aaron was ICSB’s Spiritual Impact 
Week speaker last year for all three age 
levels. (Shannon’s kooky characters 
joined him for elementary.) Over this 
year he’s preached in Bakonycsernye 
(one of the oldest Pentecostal churches 
in Hungary) with Kocsis József/Gina 
(before they moved to Kaposvár to plant 
a church); in Beli Manistir (in Croatia on 
our way back from a missions scouting 
trip to Bosnia) with fellow missionaries 
Aaron/Winnie Horvat, and at Késői Eső 
(our beloved home church) with Szabó 
Iván/Andi. He’s also been helping lead 
an English conversations class. 

 You Can...pray for our personal service 
to further our primary mission. 

Pentecostal Potential 
Finally, later this month the Hungarian 

Pentecostal Church (MPE) will vote in its 
next generation of leadership. The MPE 
seems poised to reprioritize outreach, 
planting, and discipleship—yes! 

 You Can...pray for close working 
relationships between the new leaders 
and all our AGWM missionaries.  

Only interpreters outside Hungary from now on! 


